220.   LETTER TO ABBAS TTABJI

Thursday [December 19 1921]

DEAR FRIEND,

I had your letter yesterday in Ahmedabad. Now I hear you
are laid up in bed. Soldiers are not permitted to get ill! You must
therefore be up and doing quickly. Your health and strength are
today of paramount importance and you cannot be spared for a
single day. This is to make you quickly better but not make you
leave your bed prematurely. Please give yourself all the rest you
need so that there is no relapse. Haste in such matters is waste.

According to your instructions I have written down an appeal
to the Dharalas1 which I have handed to Mr. Fulchand.

I hope to be in Bardoli up to Saturday evening and then go to
Bombay hoping to return by Thursday at the latest. And then
if you are better and wish it, I shall give you two or three days
for Kheda, Our preparation must be solid and substantial. Swa-
deshi must take deep root, untouchability must go in reality and
Hindu-Muslim unity must be true. All this is impossible without
a truly non-violent spirit.

My love to the whole family and prayers for your health,

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GANDHI

From a photostat: S.N. 9597

221.   SPEECH AT BARDOLI

[December 3, 1921]2

He said he had nothing but the heartiest congratulations to offer
to the people of the taluk from what he had been able to see within the two
days of his stay. It was a great tribute to the people that they had gone such
a long way in removing the bar of untouchability from their minds and the
general standard of peace they had maintained did them the greatest credit.
But it was not without the deepest regret that he learned that much had been

1 A community in Gujarat

2 This is a summary of Gandhiji's speech reported to have been made "just
before ho left Bardoli taluka" on Saturday, i.e., December 3; vide the preceding
item,